
LCCC 161 Oedipus Paper – We’ll continue to work on this next week.
According to Aristotle, a tragic hero is a good man of high status who displays a tragic flaw and experiences a dramatic reversal as well as an intense moment of recognition.
In your essay discuss how Oedipus fulfills the role of the tragic hero according to Aristotle.  Your paper should be no more than 3 pages long in 12 point Times New Roman and follow MLA format carefully! Use Google Docs.
The only way to prove that Oedipus is a tragic hero is to quote liberally (yet judicially) from the play. Find your quotes:
Good man of high status: You must prove from the play that Oedipus is a man of high status who is important in his community – look toward the beginning of the play for this.
Tragic Flaw: What might this be? Partly, Oedipus cannot control his problem since it is fated; however, what character traits do we see in him that complicate the play. Is he too proud? Is he distrustful (of Creon or Tiresias)?
Dramatic Reversal: This is all the little moments when Oedipus should have realized that he killed his father and married his mother but didn’t. Think of the conversations with the messenger from Corinth, the herdsman, and the shepherd.
Intense moment of recognition: This occurs when the tragic hero recognizes that he is doomed. Look for this late in the play. How does Oedipus react and what does he do when he realizes the truth?

