English 8 Honors – Syllabus/Course Outline/Expectations
English 8 Honors encompasses a variety of genres. We will be reading short stories, novels, poetry, fiction, and non-fiction. The purpose of this class is to prepare you for the next four years and begin the preparation for college level work. We will focus on critical reading and thinking along with writing skills, vocabulary, and grammar. 

Texts: 
HMH Collections, Grade 8


John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men

Sandra Cisneros’s The House on Mango Street

Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird

Anne Frank’s The Diary of a Young Girl
My website is http://englishwithmrsgraves.weebly.com. You should check here daily for announcements and assignments. This is my method of communication with you.
Items you need to know to be successful:
1. BEHAVIOR: You must conduct yourself in a mature, respectful manner.  I require an atmosphere of kindness and decency.

2. GRADES/GRADING:  Your grade in this course will be determined by a combination of assignments including vocabulary, essays and papers, quizzes, tests, homework assignments, presentations, and class participation. 
3. WRITING: We will be writing extensively in this course. You will do drafts, revisions, and re-writes because this is how you learn to be a better writer. Other students will read your writing when we do peer reviews.

4. VOCABULARY: We will be using the Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary Book: Level C. The book contains fifteen lessons. We will complete through lesson eight during first semester. 
5. MAKE-UP WORK: You will soon learn that doing all the work is the surest way to be successful in my class. Check my website for assignments. When you are absent, it is entirely your responsibility to get the work missed.  Being absent is no excuse for incomplete work. You have one day for every day absent to make up the work. This includes quizzes and tests.
6. HOMEWORK: Completing all homework assignments is an expectation of this class and necessary to be successful. 

7. LATE WORK POLICY: You will receive 50 percent credit for late assignments if they are one day late. You will receive a zero beyond one day. If the assignment was necessary for the due day’s discussion, you will receive a zero immediately.
8. CHEATING/DISHONESTY: I expect each student to complete his/her own work.  Incidences of cheating and academic dishonesty will be handled on a case by case basis per the school’s policy. 
9. MATERIALS: You must bring necessary materials to class such as your laptop, paper, notebook, and a writing implement. The laptops are not toys. You are expected to use them for academic purposes in this class. Furthermore, if they are not in use for an academic purpose, the lid should be closed. 

10. TARDINESS: Being late to class is unacceptable. Be here on time or expect a detention.
11. PHONES: Put your phone away. Just like in the movie theater, the message or whatever it is, can wait. 

12. FOOD AND DRINK: You may not have food or drink during class. 
13. ON-TASK BEHAVIOR: Frequently, you will be given an assignment to complete on your own. This might be a daily assignment or you may be working on something long-term. Regardless, when you have work time, you are expected to use it to complete work for this class.
