
“Big Brother is watching you.” - George Orwell
English IV - Reading Schedule for 1984

Feb. 3  - Introduce 1984

Feb. 11 - Book 1, chapters 1-4, pages 1-48 due

Feb. 18 - Book 1, chapters 5-8, pages 48-104 due

Feb. 25 - Book 2, chapters 1-7, pages 105-167 due

March 11 - Book 2, chapters 8-10, pages 167-224 due

March 18 - Book 3, chapters 1-2, pages 225-260 due

March 25 - Book 3, chapters 3-6, pages 260-297 due

March 27 - Test

Students will complete the study guide for each section of the novel and take a quiz.  If a student fails the quiz, he/she will not receive points for the study guide.

Additional assignments may occur during the reading of the novel.

George Orwell (born Eric Blair) 1903-1950

-born in India to British parents, well-educated in England

-worked a variety of jobs including police officer, teacher, pub owner, writer

-became a socialist in the 1930s

-began writing essays and books about socialism but critical of communism and the USSR such as Animal Farm (1945)

-1984 was published in 1949

Terms from the novel:

Dystopia or anti-utopian - novels about societies that are intended to be perfect, but are really terribly flawed.  These are usually used to comment on issues that the author sees in the world around him or her.

Totalitarianism - a government or state in which one political party or group maintains absolute control, frequently these are dictatorships.  In this novel, it is the Party or Big Brother in control.

Socialism - a system in which all production and land is owned by the society and the people share the burden of work as well as the benefits equally. 

Setting - London in Oceania in the year 1984.  The world is divided into three superpowers: Oceania, Eurasia, and Eastasia.  The superpowers are constantly at war.

Protagonist - Winston Smith

Newspeak - official language of Oceania

Telescreen - a television with the ability to view the viewer; it must be on at all times.










