Middle English:  The Language in Transition
From the years 1000 to 1400, English underwent several changes to make it more like Modern English.

Changes from around the year 1000

Unstressed vowels all began to sound alike as the schwa – like the a in cola   

Gender of words disappeared


Most plural forms became –es and eventually –s 

Word order in sentences became standardized

The Norman Invasion’s (1066) impact on English

French became the language of government, law, education, and the upper class

English remained the language of the common people

After 100 years, French began to fade due to two factors:

1. Most people spoke English (commoners were the largest part of the population)

2. French speaking people in England were unhappy about the 100 years war and wished to distance themselves from all things French

English became the dominate language in 1362 when Parliament passed a law requiring legal cases to be conducted in English

Many French words remain in the language such as judge, jury, prison, attorney, poetry, literature, sport

