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Rubric for English Composition: Argumentative Writing


Exemplary
Competent         Below Average        Major Flaws
 Comments 
	Thesis Statement
	Thesis is a clearly worded, ambitious argument.      

      [     ]
	Thesis is clear and arguable.

      [     ]
	Thesis is too general. Not a true argument.

      [     ]
	Thesis is

unclear or absent. 

     [     ]
	

	Organization of Essay


	Coherent. Clear intro., body paragraphs, and conclusion.  

      [     ]
	Generally coherent, but some work needed.  

      [     ]
	Some parts incomplete or incoherent.

Some ideas not connected. 

       [     ]
	Confusing. Little or no logic to arrangement.  Incoherent.

      [     ]
	

	Supporting Evidence and

information


	Relevant, accurate, & substantial. Sources integrated effectively.   

       [     ]
	Generally relevant & accurate.  Sources integrated adequately.

      [     ]
	Inadequate and sometimes inaccurate. Sources not well integrated.

       [     ]
	Irrelevant or superficial. Little attempt to integrate sources. 

       [     ]
	

	Reasoning and

Thinking (Logic)
	Persuasive.  Evidence and reasoning are sound.

       [     ]
	Adequate and generally consistent with the evidence presented.

       [     ]
	Less than adequate. Inconsistent with evidence. Not persuasive.

       [      ]
	Inadequate.

Inconsistent.

Confusing. Not a sound argument. 

       [     ]
	

	Response to 

Assignment

(Purpose)
	Thorough and

goes beyond the expected.

       [     ]
	Adequate and does what is expected. 

       [     ]
	Does not fully meet the purpose of assignment. Too superficial.

       [      ]
	Incomplete. Superficial. Does not meet purpose of assignment.

       [     ]
	

	Representations and Refutations of Opposing Views and

Perspectives
	Consistently accurate &

respectful. Solid refutations.

      [     ]
	Adequately accurate & respectful. Competent refutations.

       [      ]
	Not always accurate and respectful. Incompetent refutations.

        [      ]
	Inaccurate or disrespectful or

absent. No refutations.

        [     ]
	

	Paragraphing (Topic Sentences, Coherence, and Unity)
	Topic sentences support each body paragraph. Coherent & unified.

       [     ]
	Topic sentences in most body paragraphs. Coherence & unity competent.

        [     ]
	Topic sentences do not guide body paragraphs. Incoherent & not unified.

        [     ]
	No topic sentences. Little or no logic to paragraph formation.

        [     ]
	

	Style (Sentence Structure, Word Choice, and Tone)


	Sentence form varies with pur-

pose. Tone & word choice effective. 

       [     ]
	Some sentence variety.  Tone & word choice

appropriate.

       [      ]
	Little sentence variety.  Tone inconsistent.

Word choice imprecise.

        [      ]                                      
	No sentence variety.  Tone inappropriate.  Word choice

inappropriate.

        [      ]
	

	Editing Conventions (Grammar and Mechanics)
	Well edited and formatted. Very few minor errors.  

       [     ]
	Overall well edit-ed & formatted. Some errors.   

       [      ]
	More editing necessary. Errors are distracting.  

        [      ]
	Much editing needed.  Major  errors present.    

         [      ]
	


Original Source: http://www.csulb.edu/divisions/aa/personnel/fcpd/resources/ge/argumentative/index.html

